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Improvement of Facilities 
and Educational Tools – The 
main focus for 2009 was to feed 
the children and help the 
teachers. But we did manage to 
do a full survey of Mpindo and 
Ziga schools to establish the 
enormity of the rehabilitation of 
these schools’ facilities. This 
incorporated the buildings, 
classroom equipment, textbooks 
and stationery. We also managed 
to supply lap desks to the 
children in both schools 100 for 
each school. 
 

 
 
Plans for 2010 
• Repair the school buildings 

and facilities at Ziga and 
Mpindo. 

• Supply textbooks – Maths, 
English and Reading - to 
Ngamo, Mpindo and Ziga so 
that there is a textbook per 
child for each subject. 

• Assist the communities to 
repair and build benches and 
desks for the classrooms. 

• Repair boreholes at both 
Mpindo and Ziga and restart 
the school vegetable 
gardens at Ngamo, Mpindo 
and Ziga. 

Education 
Rehabilitation, hope and optimism … 

Teacher Support - As stated by headmaster Moses Mpofu, 
the schools were now full of students, but sadly poor 
remuneration for teachers had taken its toll and Ziga and 
Mpindo were struggling to find dedicated teachers; at one stage 
there was only a headmaster. CITW Zimbabwe decided that the 
school was nothing without the teachers. Out of desperation (as 
we could not find teachers) we pulled in the help of ‘O’ and ‘A’ 
level school leavers from the community to come and teach 
under instruction from the headmasters. We supplied the 
wages. The system worked perfectly. We found qualified 
teachers started reappearing and we continued to assist with 
salaries (supplementing the government wages to make the 
remuneration more attractive). Teachers who were also 
supported were coming to work despite country-wide strikes. 
Visits to the schools were a joyful occasion with singing and 
clapping and hugs of gratitude. 
 
Plans for 2010 - We will endeavour to support the teaching 
body throughout 2010. Plans for this are twofold: 
 
• Teacher incentive programme to continue but on a bigger 

scale – the schools are dysfunctional if we have no teachers. 
 
• Teacher Training and Workshops – we have various plans to 

improve and update the teachers’ skills. One very exciting 
programme is to bring science alive in the wilderness. This 
help is coming from the American Science Institution. 
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Plans for 2010 continued…. 
 
• Formalise the Secondary 

School Sponsorship Scheme. 
At the moment we are 
funding a couple of gifted 
children who have completed 
their primary school and are 
unable to continue to 
secondary school due to lack 
of funds and parental 
support. Through the school 
visits by our guests a 
number of donors have come 
forward to assist with this. 
We are looking at finding 
further funding for more 
children. 

• Research the possibility of 
building, equipping and 
running a practical training 
college focusing on 
environmental and 
hospitality skills in the 
Tsolotsho Community in 
order to provide a tertiary 
education for school leavers.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What’s on the go? 
 

• Textbooks will be 
delivered to schools in 
the first week of 
February. 
 

• Building is underway at 
Ziga School; the new 
ablution block is almost 
ready for use.  
 

• Teachers’ Houses at Ziga 
have been given a 
facelift with new paint, 
glass in the window 
panes, and repairs to the 
roof. 
 

• Teachers have received 
their first incentive 
payments so the two 
schools, Ziga and 
Mpindo, have their full 
compliment of teachers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU! 
 
All at Wilderness 
Safaris Zimbabwe 
All Linkwasha and 
Makalolo Camp Staff 
Ilana Stein – 
Wilderness Head 
Office JHB 
Maureen Vincent – 
Zimbabwe marketing 
Heather Wilson – 
CITW Southern Africa 
Helena Faasen – CITW 
Botswana 
Geoffrey Aupiti – 
CITW Botswana 
Angela Mhlanga – 
Wilderness Zimbabwe 
Jo Craig – Volunteer 
Belinda Botha – 
Wilderness Zimbabwe 
Theunis Botha – 
Wilderness Zimbabwe 
Mxolisi Sibanda – 
Wilderness Zimbabwe 
Moses Mpofu – Ziga 
Primary 
Caro Grant – 
Wilderness Zimbabwe 
Finally… 
Ron Goatley – my 
husband. 
 

Banking Details 
(International): 
Children in the Wilderness 
Zimbabwe Contribution 
First National Bank Ltd 
Maun, Botswana 
Branch Code: 282367 
Swift Code: FIRNBWGXA 
Acc No:  62177978560 

 

Banking Details (SA): 
Children in the Wilderness 
Zimbabwe Contribution 
Registration Number: 
2004/024727/08 
Exemption Ref no: 93/0016426 
(18A status) 
Standard Bank 
Account no: 02-303-173-5 
Branch no: 00-12-55 
Branch: Rivonia 
ABA routing No. use Swift code 
SBZAZAJJ 
For South African tax payers, 
donations to the above account 
are tax deductible through the 
18A facility. 



Children in the Wilderness Zimbabwe – Feeding Programme Update

Food distribution programme

Over the past few months, we have been working hard to bring food and water to a number of
villages on the outskirts of Hwange National Park. A  total of 432 children are fed at three schools in
the Hwange area, with food supplied by the Children in the Wilderness programme in conjunction
with donations from AAC and Makila Travel. Below are just a few photos and updates.

Mpindo Village and School

Supplies are delivered to Mpindo School on a weekly basis. The children therefore each receive a
nutritious lunch every Monday to Friday of the school term, and  parents organised by the school ’s
PTA take it in turn to cook .

Parents join with the pupils of Mpindo t o receive groceries for the children’s lunches.



Mpindo Grade Zero pupils proudly pose for a photo with the weekly supplies around them to say thank you.

Borehole servicing

Wilderness Safaris’ Pump minder,
Bekithemba Ncube, shows the positive result
after the successful repair of a Justa pump
unit at Mpindo Village in an effort to try and
get water for the community garden. The
pump has been out of action for the past 18
months and with the help of Zimbabwe
Wilderness Safaris and the Children in the
Wilderness programme, water is now
flowing.

Community gardening is the next project to be undertaken by Children in the Wilderness Zim babwe
and it is hoped this will ensure the sustainability of the feeding programme at the schools. The
ultimate aim is to get the communities to take ownership of these projects and help themselves.

Teachers’ Aides at Ziga School



It’s all smiles at Ziga School after the community teachers’ aides receive their allowances for the
second term from Children in the Wilderness  Community Coordinator Mxolisi Sibanda. In an effort
to rehabilitate the schools on the south-eastern border of Hwange National Park, and attract
children back to school, Children in the Wilderness Zimbabwe has organised for funds to pay two
senior school leavers to assist with the teaching of the 240 children at Ziga School. With the poor
economic climate in Zimbabwe and because of a lack of salaries, many of the teachers from these
rural schools have left to look for greener pastures. Schools like Ziga ar e left with a Headmaster
and one teacher. Hopefully as stability returns to our country, these teachers will return and once
again be employed by the government.

Finally, below are a few photos from the clothing distribution at Dete Orphanage. Clothes are kindly
donated by guests of Makila Travel; the company send bags full of clothing every six months or so
– an act of generosity that is hugely appreciated by all the Zimbabweans concerned. Thank you
Makila!

(Children in the Wilderness Zimbabwe also supplies some food for lunches for the children at the home; seen on right.)

Once again, we’d like to thank everyone for their kind donations.

CHILDREN IN THE WILDERNESS CREATES A NETWORK OF LEARNING SANCTUARIES WHICH UPLIFT,
CONSERVE AND CARE FOR OUR CHILDREN AND OUR PLANET


