
Bill Rivard’sNamibiaTripReport–February/March2009

MyrecentvisittoAfricacheckedoffoneofthetopcountriesIhavewantedto
visitovermyyearswithTheAfricaAdventureCompany,Namibia!Ihadthegood
fortuneofhavingtoverygoodfriendsjoinmeonwhatturnedouttobeanamazing
journeythroughsomeofthemostscenicanduniquelandscapeonearth.

OurtripbeganwithastopoverinEurope,likesomanyofourclientsachanceto
breakthelonghoursofflyingtoAfricawithastopinAmsterdammade thetrip
morecomfortableandabitmorespecial.IarrivedinAmsterdamearlyafternoon
andtraveledabout30minutesbytaxitomyhotel,TheConvent(formerSofitel).
Thehotelwasagreatlocation,justminuteswalktohoponthecanalcruise,the
bestwaytoseeAmsterdam.Approximatelyonehourtravelingthroughthecanals
ofAmsterdamgivesyoutheopportunitytoseeamazingarchitectureandvarious
sitesofthisspecialcity.Thefollowingmorningitwasaneasytripbacktothe
AmsterdamAirportformyKLM non-stopflighttoCapeTown.

OnarrivalinCapeTown,SouthAfricaIwastransferredtotheCapeGrace.This
wouldbemythirdvisitandIwasabitanxioustoseethenewrenovationsandto
seeifthismagnificenthotelhasmaintaineditsextraordinarylevelofservice.

Mytwonightstayincludedthebestbreakfastoftheentiretrip,amuchneeded
andwellappreciated“jetsettermassage”andawonderfulfirstdinnerinAfrica
withmyfriendsDetlef&Marie.OurdinneratSignalRestaurantwasamazing,
greatservice,excellentfoodandatmosphere.Thistrulyisagreatstartorfinish
toavisittoSouthernAfrica.



Thefollowingmorningwewereoffonour2hourflightfromCapeTownto
Windhoek,Namibia.OurflightonAirNamibiawascomfortableandincludedanice
warmbreakfasten-route.OnarrivalweweremetbyBernardfromWilderness
SafarisNamibiaandtransferredapproximately30minutestoTheOliveGrove.

Whiletheweatherwascloudywithonandoffrainshowersthisdidnot“dampen”
ouronenightinWindhoek.TheOliveGrovewasacomfortableplacetointroduce
ustoNamibia.Thepropertyislocatedinaquietneighborhoodandduringthe
daytimeyoucanwalkaroundtheareasafely.Awarmopenkitchengivesa
welcoming“homey”feeltotheproperty.Internetserviceisavailabletoguestsin
theloungeareaanddinningisjustofftheloungeinanicecoveredterrace.Our
lunchandbreakfastherewereoutstanding.Wewerefortunatetogetthe
“honeymoonsuite”whichisreallyidealforfamiliesaswell,theroomhasanice
loungearea,largeflatscreentvthatalsocanbeusedforinternet,hugeopenwalk
inshower,stylishbathtubandprivateoutdoorplungepoolandpatio.

DinnerthiseveningwasatJoe’sBeerhousewithBirgit&Gudifrom theWilderness
SafarisNamibiaofficeinWindhoek.Joe’sisacasuallyfunkyrestaurantwitha
menuofferingNamibianandGermanfood.Wehadanexcellentdinnereatinginour
ownoldrailcar!



AfterournightinWindhoekwewereofftotheErosAirport(about10-15minutes
drive)forourfirstSefofanescheduledflighttoSossusvlei.The90minuteflight
teaseduswithatasteofwhatwastobethemostincrediblyscenicflightsIhave
evertaken.

OnarrivalwetransferredtoKulalaWildernessLodgeandweregreetedbya
dancingandwaivingmanagerThomas.Hiswarmwelcomewastheperfectbeginning
toourSossusvleiexperiencewhichwewillneverforget.

Accommodationiscomfortableinthatchedtentswithstonewalleden-suite
facilities.Anyguestwithmobilityissueswouldhaveproblemshereasthepathsto
fromthetentsareveryrockyandcanbedifficulttonavigate.Thomaswasvery
generouswithhistimeensuringthatMariemadeitcomfortablytohertent,which
wasmuchappreciated.



Ourfirstafternoonwasmoreofascenicgamedriveexploringtheruggedly
beautifullandscape.David,ourguide,madeourfirstafternoonveryspecial
providingagreatfirstafternoonwithoneofthemostunbelievablybeautiful
sunsets.Thiswasourawakeningtothebeautifulcolorsthelandscapeandsky
createduringvarioustimesoftheday,absolutelyamazing.

Earlythenextmorningwewereoffforourdayinthedunes! Driving through
Sossusvleiwewereabletofinallygraspthesizeandbeautyofthedunes. Each
duneisnumberedandwestoppedtoclimb#45.Mariewasskepticalaboutwalking
onthedunesbecauseofherkneereplacements,Davidwasquicktoacknowledgeher
concernsandsaid“Mom,you come withme andwe willtake ourtime”. Her
experiencewouldnothavebeenthesamewithoutDavid,anotherexampleofthe
importanceofaguide’speopleskillsontopofhislocalknowledge.



Theafternoonbroughtabeautifulandtastybushlunchfollowedbyabitofatrek
througharockycanyonwherewespotted arockpigeon.Thetimeoutofthe
vehiclewalkingwasgreatlyappreciated.



DavidtransferredustoLittleKulalaintheafternoon.

Aswearrivedlatewewereofferedabriefscenicdrivetowatchthesunsetbut
afteradayintheduneswedecidedtorelaxandwatchthesunsetfrom Little
Kulala.DinnerwasoneofthebestasThomas(ManageratKWC)andhiswife
HeinrietzajoinedusatLittleKulala,agreatsurprise!



Upearlyonthefollowingmorningweweretransferredafterbreakfasttothe
airstripforourscenicflightoverthedunestothecoastanduptoSwakupmond
wherewechangedplanesandcontinuedonwardtoDamaralandCamp.



OurflightstoDamaralandCampfromSossusvleiweretrulybreathtaking.Attimes
itwasdifficulttodecidebetweenphotographingandjustenjoyingtheever
changingsceneunfolding.Theflightsweremoreofanamazingactivityasopposed
toatransfertoournextlocation.

AwarmandfriendlygreetingbyCorneliaatDamaralandCampsetthetoneforan
enjoyabletwonights.Sincewewerevisitingduringtherainsthescenerywasmuch
greenerthandrierwintermonths.Thedessertelephanthadwonderedfromthe
areasowewerenotfortunateenoughtovisitwiththem.OurguideElainemade
everyeffortbuttheyhadnotbeenseeninoveramonth.



Theaccommodationswereexcellent,reallywelldesignedtents,simpleandstylish
fixtures–averycomfortablecamp(oneofmyfavoritesonthistrip).

Asmalllocalhomeandfarm gaveMarietheopportunitytovisitwithsomelocal
childrenandputsomeofherclowntrainingtowork.Thekidsreallyenjoyedthe
balloonhatsshemadeforthemaswellhashergiftofcolorfuldesignedpencils.

Whilegameviewingwasnotoptimalatthistimeofyeartherewasnoshortageof
stunningscenerytoentertainus!Afarewelldinnerroundedoffaveryspecialvisit
toDamaraland.



Thefollowingmorningwewereofftotheairstripforthenextscenicflightheading
northtoSerraCafema.

Thereisaveryremotefeelonarrivalattheairstrip.Greenhadgivenwaytobrown
astheprimarycolortothelocallandscape.Gerhardusmetusattheairstripand
initiateduswiththeunbelievablealmostcompletehorizontaldecentdownasandy
dunetocamp!Theadrenalinwasflowingwhenwearrivedatthisbeautiful
property.

Definitelysomeofthemostluxuriousaccommodationsofourtrip.Wewere
accommodatedinthefamilysuitewhichistwocompleteunitsjoinedbya
closet/dressingarea.





OurfirstafternoonactivitywithGerharduswasaboatcruisealongtheKunene.At
timeswedriftedintoAngolaastheriveractsasaborderbetweenthe two
countries.

Afewcrocswerespottedalongthewayandoursundownerwasattendedbyafew
curiousfriends(baboons).

Thefollowingmorningwewereoffonthequadbikes,thiswasmyfavoriteactivity
ofthetripanditistrulytheonlywaytoexperiencethelandscapewithacertain
amountofindependence.

Noneofushadanyquadbikeexperiencesoafterafew tripsaroundthe“test
track”wewereofftoexplore.Mariereachedspeedsof55-60kpm.Detlefstalling
wasoneofthehighlightsforme!

ThenextmorningwewereoffforavisittotheHimba.Thepeoplewerebeautiful
andapleasuretophotograph andMariewasabletoputabitofHimbamakeupon
whichwasfun.



Manyofourclientshavespecialcelebrationsduringtheirsafaris.Marie
celebratedherbirthdayonthelastmorningatSerraCafema.Florencia(camp
hostess)madecertainthatthemorningwasspecial!Staffsinginganddancing,
giftsforMarie,champagneforDetlefandI,whatawaytoturn68!

OurfinalstopwasLittleOngava,thegameviewingweallwerenow waitingfor
began!TheaccommodationsatLittleOngavawereextremelycomfortable,with
onlythreeluxurysuitesandeachsuitecomeswithaprivatededicatedguide.The
campmanagersweretemporaryandwerevisitingfromtheU.S.



Permanentresidentsatoursalakeptcloseeyeonusaswedidonthem,theywere
toocutenottowatch!

ThegameviewingatOngavawasgood,andourdedicatedguideGabrielhadagreat
understandingofthereserve.Thepicturesspeakforthemselves,thiswasthe
gameviewinghighlightofthetrip.



WespentthesecondmorningonagamedriveinEtosha.Duetotherainswewere
restrictedtoroads,ourguideexplainedourvehiclecouldeasilygooffroadbutwe
wouldbefollowedbythoseonselfdriveswhowouldmostcertainlygetstuck.

WefocusedonaprideoflionsatOngavawhichwasathrillforeachofus.While
wedidnotseeakilltheactionsandactivitiesofthisprideprovidedexcitementand
somegreatphotosaswell!



OurfinaleveningatLittleOngavawasextraspecial.ThecampmanagersLauraand
Codyarrangedaprivatedinneronourdeck,averynicesurpriseafterourlast
afternoongamedrive.

Eventhemostsceniccharterflightscangetold!MarieandDetlefweresuffering
fromSefofane-itusandenjoyedabitofanapen-routetoSwakopmund.

WefoundSwakopmundtobeacharmingtown.Thiscoastaltowniscleanandwell
maintained,agreatcraftmarketcanbefoundattheendofthemainstreetbythe
ocean.


